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Iti the claims: 
Please amend the claims as follows; 



GROUP 3600 



1 . (amended three times) A modular deck panel apparatus for a deck structure including 
a plurality of underlying joist elements, each one of said plurality of jpist elements having a top 
longitudinal sur&ce^ said modular deck panel apparatus comprising: ; 

a plurality of modular panels, each of the plurality of modulari panels having a first 
substantially planar element being relatively inflexible^ each of said pjlurality of modular 
elements having a thickness dimension; 

a second substantially planar element disposed beneath the fibrst planar element and 
secured thereto, said second planar element being relatively flexible iii relation to the first planar 
element; and I 

a pliirahty of elongated members, a first portion of the plurality of elongated members 
being secured at intervals along top longitudinal surfaces of a series of underlying joist elements, 
and a second portion of the plurality of elongated members spanning between successive joist 
elements and engaging the first portion of the plurality of elongated members to restrain the 

plurality of modular panels, said first portion of the plurality of elongated members extending 

i 
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